
Dr. Kurt H. Debus, Kennedy Space Center’s First Director
A doctor of philosophy in engineering from Darmstadt University, Debus was selected by Dr. Wernher von Braun to direct the Experimental 
Missile Firing Branch which began launching missiles from Cape Canaveral in 1953.  Dr. Debus became the first Center Director for the new 
independent Launch Operations Center, and it was his job to put Saturn/Apollo into space.  His tenure at Kennedy Space Center spanned 13 
years, from 1962 to 1974.

For more information visit http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/about/history/index.html
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